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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-8, 10-16, 18, 19, 22 and 23 have been examined. Application 
09/602,971 (Internet based network for automotive applications including the facilitation 
of e-commerce and e-business, and management of wireless connectivity with vehicles) 
has a filing date 06/23/2000. 

Response to Appeal Brief 

2. In response to Final Office Action dated 03/09/2004, the Applicant filed an 
Appeal Brief. In view of the Appeal Brief filed on 03/11/2005, PROSECUTION IS 
HEREBY REOPENED. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) request reinstatement of the appeal. 

If reinstatement of the appeal is requested, such request must be accompanied 
by a supplemental appeal brief, but no new amendments, affidavits (37 CFR 1.130, 
1 .131 or 1 .132) or other evidence are permitted. See 37 CFR 1 .193(b)(2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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Claims 1-8, 10-16, 18, 19, 22 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Spaur (US 5,732,074). 
As per claims 1 and 13. Spaur teaches: 

A network system for effectuating data communication between a vehicle and a 
data processing resource, said system comprising: 

an in-vehicle device (see figure 1, items 50a-50n) installed in said vehicle, said 
in-vehicle device having a first wireless network connectivity interface (see figure 2, item 
82); and 

an Internet appliance/said Internet appliance having: 

a second wireless network connectivity interface (see figure 2, item 76), said 
second wireless network connectivity interface data communicates with said first 
wireless network connectivity interface (see figure 2, "air link") ; and 

a plurality of communication interfaces, said plurality of communication interfaces 
(see figure 1, item 14) communicate data between said second wireless network 
connectivity interface and said data processing resource (see figure 1, items 10a-10n) 
to effectuate data communication between said in-vehicle device and said data 
processing resource (see column 14, lines 1-40). 

As per claims 2 and 14, Spaur teaches: 

The network system in accordance with claim 1, wherein said Internet appliance 
further comprises: 

a wireless data connection, said wireless data connection effectuates a data 
connection with a wireless device (see figure 1 , item 1 8). 
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As per claims 3 and 1 5, Spaur teaches: 

The network system in accordance with claim 2, wherein said wireless data 
connection includes at least one of the following: 

a wireless transceiver interface (see figure 1 , item 20); 
said wireless device interface (see figure 1 , item 22); 
a wireless modem interface (see figure 1, item 16); 
a wireless phone interface (see figure 2, item 76); or 
a wireless data link (see figure 2, item "airlink"). 
As per claims 4 and 1 6, Spaur teaches: 

The network system in accordance with claim 2, wherein said wireless device is 
at least one of the following: 

a wireless phone (see figure 2, item 80); 

a personal data assistant (see column 10, lines 1-5); 

a pager; 

a personal computer (see column 10, lines 1-5); 
an Internet appliance (see figure 2, item 80, 76); or 
a programmable storage device. 
As per claim 5, Spaur teaches: 

The network system in accordance with claim 1, wherein said in-vehicle device 
further comprises: 

a wireless data connection, said wireless data connection effectuates a data 
connection with a wireless device (see figure 2, item "airlink"). 
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As per claim 6, Spaur teaches: 

The network system in accordance with claim 5, wherein said wireless data 
connection includes at least one of the following: 

a wireless transceiver interface (see figure 1, item 22); 
said wireless device interface (see figure 1 , item 22); 
a wireless modem interface (see figure 1, item 16); 
a wireless phone interface (see figure 2, item 80); or 
a wireless data link (see figure 2, item "airlink"). 
As per claim 7, Spaur teaches: 

The network system in accordance with claim 5, wherein said wireless device is 
at least one of the following: 

a wireless phone (see figure 2, item 80); 

a personal data assistant (see column 10, lines 1-5); 

a pager; 

a personal computer (see column 10, lines 1-5); 
an Internet appliance (see figure 2, item "internet"); or 
a programmable storage device. 
As per claim 8, Spaur teaches: 

The network system in accordance with claim 1, wherein said plurality of ' 
communication interfaces includes at least one of the following communication interface 
types: 

a wired data link (see column 4, lines 37-41); 
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a wide area network connection (see column 4, lines 37-42); 
a network connection (see figure 1, item 14); 
a universal serial bus port; 

a personal data assistant interface (see column 10, lines 1-5); 

an RS232 interface (see column 4, lines 37-42); 

an RS485 interface; 

a carrier current interface; 

a network connection to the Internet (see figure 2 f item 68); 

a modem interface (see figure 2, item 76); 

a wireless modem interface (see figure 2, item 76); 

a wireless phone transceiver; 

a wireless phone interface (see figure 1 , item 22); 

a wireless data link (see figure 1 , item "airlink"); or 

a local area network interface (see column 4, lines 37-42). 

As per claim 10, Spaur teaches: 

The network system in accordance with claim 1, wherein said data processing 
resource is one of the following: 

a global network data processing resource (see figure 1, item 10a); 

a global network server (see figure 1, item 14); 

a global network application server (see figure 1, item 14); 

a global network database (see figure 1, item 14); 

a virtual private network 
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an emergency monitoring network (see column 9, lines 25-30); 

a second communication interface device (see figure 1, item 50b); 

a second in-vehicle device (see figure 1 , item 50b); 

a personal computer (see column 10, lines 1-5); 

a wireless phone (see figure 2, item 80); 

a personal data assistant (see column 10, lines 1-5); 

a pager; 

a pocket sized personal computer (see column 10, lines 1-5); 
a programmable storage device; or 
an Internet appliance (see figure 2). 
As per claim 1 1 , Spaur teaches: 

The network system in accordance with claim 1, wherein said plurality of 
communication interfaces data communicate by at least one of the following: 
a wireless connection (see column 2, lines 45-55); 
a wired connection (see column 4, lines 37-44); 
a personal data assistant interface (see column 10, lines 1-5); 
a wireless phone interface (see figure 1 , item 22); 
- an RS232 serial interface (see column 4, lines 37-42); 
an RS485 interface; 
a USB port interface; 

an ethernet connection (see column 4, lines 37-44); 

a TCP/IP type network connection (see column 3, lines 1-5); 
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a PPP type network connection; 
a SLIP type network connection; 
a socket layer network connection; 
BLUETOOTH protocol or standard; or 

WIRELESS APPLICATION PROTOCOL or standard (see figure 1, item 16). 
As per claim 19, Spaur teaches: 

A method of data communicating between an in-vehicle device installed in' a 
vehicle and a data processing resource, said method comprising: 

a) communicating a plurality of digital content wirelessly between an in-vehicle 
device (see figure 1, items 50a-50n) and an Internet appliance (see figure 1 , item 18) ; 

b) routing said plurality of digital content from said Internet appliance to said data 
processing resource (see figure 1 , item 10a); 

c) determining at said data processing resource a plurality of return digital 
content responsive at least in part to said plurality of digital content (see column 14, 
lines 1-40); 

d) routing said plurality of return digital content to said Internet appliance (see 
column 14, lines 1-40); and 

e) communicating said plurality of return digital content wirelessly between said 
Internet appliance and said in-vehicle device for at least one of display within the vehicle 
or modification of a function of the vehicle (see column 14, lines 1-40). 

As per claim 22, Spaur teaches: 
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The method in accordance with claim 19 wherein, said communicating said 
plurality of digital content wirelessly step comprises the step of: 

communicating a plurality of digital content wirelessly between an in-vehicle 
device and an Internet appliance physically located at a store display accessible by a 
customer (see figure 1, item 10a-10n). 

As per claim 23, Spaur teaches: 

The global network based data processing system in accordance with claim 13, 

wherein said data processing resource is a global network based data processing 

resource (see figure 1 , item 1 4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 12 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Spaur (US 5,732,074) in view of Colson (US 6,1 81 ,994). 

As per claims 12 and 18, Spaur teaches: 

The network system in accordance with claim 1, but fails to teach wherein said 
internet appliance is physically located at a store display, accessible by a customer. 
However, Colson teaches a system that delivers diagnostic information from a vehicle to 
a diagnostics service center upon request (see Colson column 1 , lines 5-10). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
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application was made, to know that Spaur would connect the vehicle diagnostic system 
(see Spaur column 9, lines 10-15) to a diagnostic center for purpose of servicing said 
vehicle, as taught by Colson . This feature would avoid the need for a vehicle to visit a 
diagnostic center when said vehicle is experiencing operational problems. 

Response to Arguments 
5. Applicant's arguments filed 03/11/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. The Applicant argues that Spaur does not teach an Internet appliance. 
The Examiner answers that Applicant's specification teaches in page 13, lines 15-20 
"An Internet appliance can be a COM device 100 or can include a COM device 100 as 
part of the Internet appliance 322 embodiment". Spaur teaches communication devices 
(see Spaur figure 2, items 76, 80, 82) that wirelessly permit the transmission and 
receiving of data Internet between in-vehicle devices (see Spaur figure 1, items 50a- 
50n) and data processing resources (see Spaur figure 1, items 10a-10n) via the 
Internet, similar to Applicant's claimed invention. 

The Applicant argues that Spaur does not teach data processing resources that 
determines return of digital content responsive to the digital content. The Examiner 
answers that Spaur teaches that computer terminal 60, which acts as the data 
processing resources, routes the information to the Internet appliance. 

The Applicant argues that Spaur teaches adjusting or affecting a vehicle device 
with returned content, rather than the display of returned digital content or modification 
of a function of the vehicle. The Examiner answers that claim 19 recites "communicating 
said plurality of return digital content wirelessly between said internet appliance and 
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said in-vehicle device for at least one of display within the vehicle or modification of a 
function of the vehicle". Spaur teaches in column 14, lines 32-40 "the sending of 
information to the vehicle for adjusting or otherwise affecting the vehicle device that 
provided the data for analysis". Therefore, Spaur teaches the Applicant's claimed 
invention. 

All claims must be listed even, if cancel or not entered. Canceled claims and not 
entered claims may only have a "canceled" or "not entered" status identifier after the 
claim number. The text mustybe supplied (37 CFR 1 .121 ). 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to DANIEL LASTRA whose telephone number is 571-272- 

6720. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, ERIC W. STAMBER can be reached on 571-272-6724. The Examiner's 

Right fax number is 571-273-6720. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Daniel Lastra 
July 27, 2005 




